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Society: Book Reviews

FLORIDA’S FIRST PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN
There were almost no settlers in the Spanish
Floridas on their cession to Great Britain in 1763.
Nearly all of the white inhabitants were in St.
Augustine and Pensacola, and these were little more
than garrison towns; but, coming into possession,
the government in London began an effort at once
to build up real colonies. In the Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, the issue of December last, Professor Charles L. Mowat tells of this in his “The
First Campaign of Publicity for Florida."
The effort began with a proclamation (printed
in this Quarterly, the issue of April 1925, pp. 36-42)
making a generous offer of grants of land to settlers
both civilian and ex-service men-and the campaign
was on. Knowledge of the country was meager, but
this did not prevent the broadcasting of hopeful
anticipations as facts.
As a beginning, Professor Mowat quotes from a
manuscript among the Shelburne papers in which
William Knox, a planter of Georgia and later undersecretary of state for American affairs, “compares
Florida’s soil and climate favorably to Carolina’s
and stated that the mulberry tree, cotton, and indigo
were indigenous to the country. Cotton should, he
thought, become the staple . . . and indigo might
be raised more advantageously than in Carolina
where it could be cut only twice a year as compared
to four times in Florida. Moreover in the production of silk the earlier spring and the absence of
frost gave Florida the advantage over Georgia.
Knox also urged the cultivation of vineyards and
the making of wine, and to ballast outgoing vessels
he suggested the production of pitch, tar, turpentine,
and live oak trees. Sugar might be raised . . . . As
for settlers, the nature of the soil and climate suggested the Greeks and other ‘Inhabitants of the
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Archipeligo,’ and particularly families from the
British island of Minorca should be encouraged to
come to Florida. This last suggestion was also
made in a rare pamphlet signed by one Archibald
Menzies . . . entitled Proposal for Peopling his Majesty’s Southern Colonies on the Continent of America . . . . and also made mention of Minorca. This
suggestion was, of course, subsequently carried out
in Dr. Turnbull’s unique and ill-fated colony at New
Smyrna.
“This was the day of the first real speculative
boom in American lands. From St. John (Prince
Edward Island) to Natchez promoters and land
companies were busily scheming to acquire and subdivide small baronies or vast inland empires.”
In West Florida there was a growing tide of settlement, but it must be remembered that none of
this was in the present West Florida, Some settlers
were drawn to the valleys of the Tombigbee and
Alabama, and others to the Natchez district. The
meager effort at Campbelltown near Pensacola was
soon abandoned, and Welles on St. Andrews bay appears to have been little more than a name on the
map. Though the capital was Pensacola it was soon
learned that the better lands were much to the
northwest.
The Privy Council in London made 227 individual
grants of 2,856,000 acres in East Florida between
1764 and 1770, and only 199 of 2,108,000 acres in
Nova Scotia, Quebec, New York, and West Florida
combined ; but a decade or two later there was
scarcely a settler on those millions of Florida acres.
“The present article” says Professor Mowat “attempts to show how a campaign of publicity, not
as high powered, perhaps, as that of the twentieth
century, yet for its day equally persuasive, directed
the attention of the prospective proprietor or col-
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onist to the peninsula of Florida. Nor were the
promises made for the country entirely empty,
though a century and a half were to pass before they
approached fulfillment.”
Governor Grant issued a proclamation stating
the terms on which grants of land in the first instance of one hundred acres for the head of a family
and fifty acres for each of the other members of
the family, white or black, could be obtained on application to the council in St. Augustine. He “described the great salubrity of the climate and the
longevity of the former inhabitants and referred to
the fertility of the soil. Vegetables could be raised
throughout the winter without any art; two crops
of corn could be raised each year; indigo equal to
the best in the French islands, flourished as a perennial and could be cut four times in the season; West
Indian fruits, such as oranges, limes, and lemons
could be grown ; mahogany and other good lumber
was available in abundance ; all points were accessible by water. This proclamation had wide circulation throughout the American colonies and was
reproduced in books and gazettes.”
Research in official records and contemporaneous
printed material has shown Professor Mowat that:
“Meanwhile a more vigorous and prolonged campaign of publicity, unofficial or not more than semiofficial, had got under way to remove the ignorance
and prejudice which prevailed in England and
America about the new province. The acquisition
of Florida, in so far as it had been noticed, had had
a poor reception in England, where it seemed a trifle
compared with the surrender of Havana.
“Knowledge of the country’s topography was as
hazy as the geographical notions of British statesmen and commoners of the eighteenth century generally. The Gentleman’s Magazine reproduced
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maps of the region in 1755 and again in the November and December issues of 1763, but these were
quite inadequate, and were in fact based on Henry
Popple’s map of the British empire, first made in
1732. The American Gazeteer was informative, as
in addition to a description of St. Augustine, it
praised the climate and natural products, especially
vines, sassafras, Indian corn, mandioca, and cotton,
and the possibilities of raising cattle and hogs.
“Much more helpful was a book produced specifically to give information on Florida. This was
William Roberts’ Account of the First Discovery,
and Natural History of Florida . . .containing excellent maps. Roberts had not himself visited Florida, but as a professional writer summarized existing knowledge of the country. . . . He gave some
account of the climate, soil, fauna and flora, topography, and Indian population. He declared that
the soil would produce two or three crops of Indian
corn a year, and suggested indigo and cochineal as
some of the more valuable things which might be
raised.
“A more ambitious work was Dr. William Stork’s
Account of East Florida, which appeared first in
1766. Stork, a botanist and a member of the Royal
Society, had not, so far as can be ascertained, visited
East Florida at the time of the book’s publication,
though the work was certainly an improvement on
earlier productions. His account was later criticized
as inaccurate in many details and based wholly on
hearsay, and it was even alleged that he had been
sent out by the government after the conclusion of
the peace and so naturally exaggerated the blessings
of the province. He did, however, visit East Florida
later as the agent for various land grantees. . . .”
Stork gives a general description of the country
with some detail especially in regard to the natural
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productions and what they suggest economicallythe various species of timber, “the indigenous
orange,” and other introduced fruits; myrtle wax;
barilla, the cochineal insect; the animals, birds and
fish, oysters and turtles. He is generous in his descriptions, both of those and cultivated productsrice, cotton, silk, indigo, Indian corn and sugar. As
Professor Mowat expresses it, “The province would
be an ideal place for men of middling fortune who
could not live comfortably in England.”
In its issue of January 1767 the Gentleman's
Magazine came to the assistance of the government
and the land speculators with “An Exhortation to
Gentlemen of small Fortunes to settle in East Florida.” Professor Mowat suspects this was written
by Dennis Rolle, who was already having difficulties
with his project at settlement, or by Dr. Stork.
There also appeared Rolle’s “Extract . . . and Proposals . . .” which will be described in an article on
Rolle by Professor Mowat in the next issue of this
Quarterly.
“In a second edition of 1766, and again in the
third edition of 1769, Dr. Stork’s Account appeared
in a revised form, and with significant addition.
With the title A Description of East Florida, the
1769 edition had a number of minor alterations, and
included De Brahm’s observations on the coast
south of Musketo . . . and much of the journal kept
by John Bartram of Philadelphia on his journey up
the St. Johns in 1765-66.”
Dr. Mowat has unearthed a number of other contemporaneous descriptions of Florida, some of
which-or perhaps all in some degree-stemmed
from Stork and Roberts; Among these are The
Present State of the British Empire . . . . (London
1768) pp. 350-70; Wynne, A General History of the
British Empire in America (London 1770) II, 318-
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40; Rogers, A Concise Account of North America
(London 1765) pp. 146-8. He says Cluny, The American Traveller (London 1769) is original but uninformative, describes Florida in great part as “a
flat, sandy, and almost barren Desert.”
Another, and anonymous, dissident was Present
State of Great Britain and North America. . . (1767)
“There seems little doubt that its author was John
Mitchell, maker of the celebrated map of the British
and French dominions in North America drawn in
1755; who writes of East Florida with its coasts
low, marshy or scorched with burning sands, while
inland were banks of sand, rocks, and with a few
savannas, varied with swamps appropriately called
‘dismals'. Epidemic fevers were common, and
if St. Augustine was somewhat more healthful it
was only because of winter frosts which, however,
killed off sugar cane or any other tropical products.
The sandy marshy soil made it impossible to produce wine and olive oil, silk, cotton, indigo, and
cochineal, the main articles for which the region
was supposed to be well suited. The fine St. John’s
River was nothing but a muddy canal, with less
good land along it than perhaps any other river
in the world. East Florida was, in fact, nothing
more than the pine barren or sandy desert which
it had first been called.”
The truth lay, of course, as Bernard Romans held,
between the exaggerations of Mitchell and of Dr.
Stork-between the deficiencies pinned on the land
by the one and the perfection claimed by the other.
And this, doubtless, was the opinion of William
Gerrard De Brahm who has given us the most comprehensive description of East Florida of that
period. Though his work was unpublished it has
become well-known from copies in the British
Museum and in the library of Harvard University.
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The important facts of the author’s life and this
monumental work of his are to be found in two
articles in this Quarterly : Professor Mowat’s “That
‘Odd Being’De Brahm” (April, 1942; XX, 323-45) ;
and in Carita Doggett Corse, “De Brahm’s Report
on East Florida, 1773” (January 1939 ; XVII, 21926).
But private letters were, thinks Professor Mowat,
doubtless of more effect than what was put into
print; and he has brought to light many of these.
Of first importance were letters from Governor
Grant to acquaintances in South Carolina and Georgia, a number of whom came to settle in Florida.
And he locates other letters, some from agents sent
out by nonresident land owners.
Yet there was no influx of settlers, either to people any of the huge grants or to apply for small
ones for themselves. Turnbull and Rolle made quite
a showing at first, but the one had only temporary
success and the other’s was a mere flash in the
pan. There were a few plantations along the St.
Johns and the St. Marys and fewer near the coast
south of St. Augustine. The population, including
St. Augustine, was little more than three thousand
with no sign of early growth.
Such was the result of the pull from the Florida
end. Then came the push from without, and the
stream of refugees shoved towards Florida from
Carolina and Georgia. These needed no publicity
-it was only propinquity with them, and their settling proved to be but a tarrying in Florida when
another push scattered them in all directions.
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FREDERICK DELIUS IN FLORIDA
Though music holds the largest share in the lives
of only a few, it claims no negligible part in the
everyday life of many-so why should it not have
a place in our history.
One of the foremost of modern composers owes
much to Florida and the St. Johns, for during a portion of the formative years of his musical growth
Frederick Delius, in semi-solitude, and in study and
training lived on the banks of our river.
The latest in the series of Franco-American Pamphlets, published by the American Society of the
French Legion of Honor, is “The Music Master of
Solano Grove” by Professor A. J. Hanna; which
is largely an account of Delius’s life in Florida and
Florida’s influence on the composer and on his
work.
Even as a youth Frederick was one of those few
who live largely in music ; so his business-minded
father sent him from his English home to far-away
Florida to grow oranges and forget music.
It was in 1884 that the young Delius came to an
old, grove on the St. Johns, and here for three
months he worked industriously with the oranges to
please his father. Then music would no longer be
denied, and he went to Jacksonville to buy a piano.
“Here,” says Professor Hanna “he met Thomas F.
Ward, a music teacher from Brooklyn, and mutual
interests brought the two men together; consequently, when Delius boarded the steamer for the return
trip to Solano Grove, he was accompanied by Ward,
and followed not by one but by two pianos . . . .
Ward was one of those rare masters who are able
to detect unusual talent and who are endowed with
the ability to develop a pupil by firm disciplinary
measures. With eagerness he gave the young genius
the instruction and training he so clearly deserved.
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The pupil was taught to respect the routine requisite
for achievement, and so completely did he master
it that even amid later distractions in Paris the
habits acquired in the Florida woods remained; and
Delius acknowledged that Ward’s counter-point instruction was the only training from which he ever
derived any benefit.
“Delius learned that harmony is derived from
instinct, hence he made a tedious study of Negro
melodies. He had a unique opportunity in Florida
to confirm the theory that the musical heritage of
American Negroes constitutes a significant contribution to the field of music. From every passing
steamboat were wafted to Solano Grove strains of
plantation songs. . . . Of even greater influence on
the maturing genius,’’ thinks Professor Hanna,
“was the inspiration of nature on this American
river . . . . ‘It was here’said his sister ‘that Delius
found his soul".
“After Ward’s departure his inseparable companion was an old Negro who was kept tirelessly
singing plantation melodies handed down from
slavery days. . . . . Now no longer supported by his
father, young Delius started out on his own. For
a time he supported himself by music in Jacksonville, Roanoke, and New York before returning to
Europe where opportunity and recognition were
to be his reward.
“Delius acknowledged his indebtedness to the influence of Solano Grove by giving the name ‘Florida’to the first of his orchestral compositions. Appropriately, the first of his compositions to be
printed, ‘Zum Carnival’ (1891) was dedicated to
a Florida friend, William Jahn, Jr. and was printed
by the small press of Alexander B. Campbell’s music
and print shop of Jacksonville. . . . .”
The music world was long in giving Delius his
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proper place, and Professor Hanna says : “Only
within the last decade . . . has he come to be regarded
as one of the great contemporary composers. . . .
His ‘Appalachia’ has been described by Cecil Gray
as one of the most surprising and original works of
modern times . . . and Deems Taylor believes ‘the
warmth of his (Delius’s) orchestral coloring is much
more suggestive of Florida than of Yorkshire’.”
Delius lived on the east bank of the St. Johns between Picolata and Tocoi, in a cottage which still
stands, from March 1884 to August 1885. He came
again in 1898 and remained for several months. His
sister records that “He loved Florida and spoke
of it with affection to the end.”
More and more Floridians are coming to know
of Delius and his life here. Some of his Florida
letters, with the manuscripts of two of his unpublished songs, have been collected; a critical bibliography of writings relating to Delius has been compiled ;* and the cottage on the river has been secured
for preservation as a Delius shrine.
* Vid. The Union Catalog of Floridiana at Rollins College.
Fenby, Delius as I Knew Him; Frederick Delius by Clair Delius;
and Heseltine, Delius.
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